[Fibrobronchoscopy in the diagnosis of middle lobe syndrome].
236 cases with middle lobe syndrome were examined with fibrobronchoscope. The total rate of positive finding was 92.8% (219/236). Inflammation (167 cases), lung cancer (47 cases), tuberculosis (17 cases) accounted for most of the cases. The diagnostic rate for the three above-mentioned diseases were 97.6%, 87.2% and 58.8% respectively. Fibrobronchoscopy was also of significant diagnostic value in determining other uncommon cases such as broncholithiasis, lipoid pneumonia, lung infiltration in leukemia, etc. The etiology, chest X-ray (including CT) presentations of this middle lobe syndrome and the diagnostic value of fibrobronchoscopy were discussed. Our experience suggests that this procedure is both safe and effective in the diagnosis of patients with middle lobe syndrome.